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Message from our Chief Executive 

Dear All 
  
Many of you will know that I will be leaving the Trust in August to take up a new Chief Executive 
post with Bipolar UK. The British Liver Trust board is currently recruiting a new Chief Executive 
and I hope we’ll inform you who that is in the next In Touch. 
  
I have had an amazing time at the Trust and will undoubtedly miss the amazing team of staff, 
trustees and volunteers that I have been lucky enough to work with. I have been very proud of 
all of our achievements most notably: 

 the ever increasing profile, standing and influence the Trust has 

 the success of Love Your Liver & the Liver Disease Clinical Priority Programme with 
the RCGP 

 the brilliant ongoing work in Scotland and amazing possibilities the Trust will have once 
the new Welsh team starts, and   

 expanding our services to reach a million people every year 

none of which would have been possible without the outstanding dedication and professionalism 
of the British Liver Trust team. 
  
Although there have been many challenges I am extremely grateful to all those that have 
provided me with such good support over the years – with healthcare professionals and other 
organisations I still strongly believe that the closer we stand together and work collectively the 
more we will achieve. 
  
We all know there is a huge amount of work to do to improve the UK's liver health but I feel 
confident that the British Liver Trust will continue to play an increasingly important part in making 
even more strides forward. 
   
I am extremely lucky to have some very happy memories of working at the Trust and will be 
watching to see what successes develop in the future. 
   
With very best wishes 
  
Andrew 

 

Campaigning on Liver Cancer 

 
The British Liver Trust has joined with four other charities to form the Less Survivable Cancer 
Taskforce. Working with Pancreatic Cancer UK, The Brain Tumour Charity, Action Against 
Heartburn, and Core, we are calling on MPs, policy makers, research funders, GPs, nurses and 
other healthcare professionals, and patients and families, to help: 

 Raise awareness of the symptoms of the six less survivable cancers 

 Diagnose and treat the cancers more quickly 

 Increase the number of clinical trials and treatments approved 
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 Increase investment in research 

 Work with Government so that targets are set to improve survival 

 

You can read the media release we issued at the launch and see some examples of media 
coverage here 
  
Read more and see where you can sign up to show your support here 
  
  

World Hepatitis Day 

  

To coincide with World Hepatitis Day, which takes place on 28 July every year, the 
British Liver Trust published a new leaflet highlighting the common causes of hepatitis 
A. 
  
Download the free leaflet here 

 

Love Your Liver 

The 2017 Love Your Liver roadshow might be over, but it’s not too late to hold your own event, 
display posters, take the online screener or see highlights of the campaign. 
  

See highlights of the roadshow here 

 
Order free materials here 

 
Take the online screener here 

 

  
Financial Case for Action on Liver Disease 
 
Working closely with the Foundation for Liver Research and the Lancet Commission, the British 
Liver Trust is promoting the financial case for action on liver disease.  With a 400% increase 
since the 1970s, liver disease has grown to become one of the most common causes of 
premature death in the UK and its burden continues to escalate. 
  
See the Guardian article here 
  
Read more about the British Liver Trust’s position here 

 
 

British Liver Trust Welcomes Inquiry into Contaminated Blood Scandal 

  
In the 1970s and 80s, thousands of people were infected with hepatitis B, hepatitis C and HIV 
following blood transfusions. They deserve to know the truth about what exactly happened so 
the British Liver Trust welcomes the announcement, by the prime minister, that a UK-wide 
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inquiry will be held into the contaminated blood scandal. 
 
Read more here  
  
 

Support Group News 

Renfrewshire Transplant Support Group 
 
Congratulations to the Renfrewshire transplant support group on the one year anniversary of the 
group meetings. The next meeting will run on Tuesday 22nd August from 12-2pm in Paisley 
Abbey, Abbey Close, Paisley PA1 1JG 
  
Capital C Support Group 
 
Our next Capital C Support Group will meet on Thursday 31st August in the Resource Hub, 
Edinburgh. This peer support group runs the last Thursday of the month and is open to anyone 
affected by hepatitis C. 
  
British Transplant Games 
 
Congratulations to all our support group attendees who took part in the British Transplant 
Games in Scotland. It is a fantastic achievement to take part in these events and we are very 
proud! 
  
  

Research Roundup  
  
Every August, we aim to give our supporters a full update about the research projects we 
support. 
  
To see a full list of projects, please visit our website. 
  
  

Experiences of Liver Transplant Patients (in England) 
  
Just announced: In partnership with The Picker Institute and the British Liver Transplant Group, 
this research seeks to gather the views of transplant patients in order to drive improvements in 
care. 
  
Read more here 
  
  

LOCATE – Local Care & Treatment Evaluation  
  
The practical work on LOCATE is now complete; liver nurses were based in GP surgeries in 
direct contact with patients and those at risk of developing liver damage, to establish if early 
intervention and close contact with at-risk patients would reduce the likelihood of hospital 
referrals. 
  
The study involved almost 1,000 patients and Professor Nick Sheron is due to publish the first 
paper on the project’s findings later this year.  A wider project to further establish the impact of 
early intervention is under development, which could lead to UK wide adoption of new 
processes in primary care. 
  
  
Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis (PSC) Quality of Life Tool  

The project continues to make good progress and the patient questionnaire is now at Ethics 
committee stage, with the plan to start patient recruitment in September. The aim of the 
questionnaire is to find out patient issues and identify the areas that will need to be included 
within the Tool. 
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Whilst waiting for Ethics approval, the researcher is completing a systematic review of current 
PSC Quality of Life publications which will be written up and used to inform the development of 
the Tool. 
  
  

Further Projects 
  
End of Life Care for people with liver disease (in conjunction with Marie Curie):  
we are awaiting Ethics approval for the patient questionnaire. 

Creation of a HBV research network including biobank:  
we are aiming to create an equivalent biobank for hep B as already exists for hep C. 

Molecular action of new therapies in obstetric cholestasis:  
results of this long term project will publish when enough data allows for publication. 
  
Burden of disease for NASH:  
we have one funder secured and are seeking a second funder for this project to improve 

knowledge of the socio-economic cost of NASH and improve treatments and patient pathways. 

  

Projects in Development  
 

 European Study for new treatments for NAFLD 
 

 Effective pathways for people with PBC 

 Visual Aids: to establish if visual aids will improve decision making around treatment 
options for patients 

 Integrating palliative and supportive care in the management of ALD 

  

How We Fund Research  
  
Research is lengthy but vital in the fight against liver disease.  Funding is from three main areas 
– statutory funders, e.g. NIHR, Charitable Trusts and Foundations, e.g. LOCATE was jointly 
funded by one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts and NIHR. 
  
And research is funded by legacies from supporters like you, over a long period of time. 
Legacies are vital to the British Liver Trust; our PSC Quality of Life Tool project is part funded by 
a very kind legacy from a supporter who lived with PSC and wanted to ensure a long term 
legacy to the Trust on his death.  
  
Making a Will ensures your wishes will be carried out. To speak to us about leaving a Gift in 
your Will to the Trust please email Melissa.mcateer@britishlivertrust.org.uk or call Melissa on 
01425 481320. 
  
Always make sure you use a solicitor or professional Will writer to prepare your Will. See our 
Will Writing offers for more information. 
  
  

Fundraising Update - Love Your Liver Summer Raffle 
 
Congratulations to the winners of our first ever raffle! We want to thank everyone who took part, 
thanks to you we continue to provide the very best advice, information and support to all liver 
patients.  
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1st Janette Lynch 

2nd Wendy Birleson 
3rd Jonathan Schless 

4th Elaine Oliver 
  
  
  
  

 

 

   

And summer is the perfect time to book a charity skydive – get in touch today to start 
planning for the experience of a lifetime!  

  
 

 
  
  

If you have any questions about research, gifts in Wills, fundraising, or any aspect of our work, 
please don’t hesitate to contact us by email, or call 01425 481320  

  
  

   

Thank you for all your support 
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