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Mr Steve Brine MP 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Public Health and Primary Care 

Department of Health and Social Care  

Richmond House 

79 Whitehall 

London, SW1A 2NS  

 

(Cc’d: Mr Jeremy Hunt MP, Secretary of State for Health and Social Care) 

 

15th June 2018 

  

 

Dear Mr Brine, 

 

Re: Future of cancer policy in England 

 

We are writing to you regarding the Government and NHS England’s plans for cancer policy 

and England after 2020. According to a recent Health Service Journal article, as well as 

other indications, the Secretary of State is considering supporting a new 10-year cancer 

strategy for England along with more focused targets for early diagnosis and additional 

funding options.  

 

As you will recall from your meeting with us last year, we are representatives of patients 

affected by the six cancers which have the lowest survival rates of the 20 most common 

cancers and account for over 50% of all cancer related deaths. We would urge the 

Government and NHS England to ensure that less survivable cancers form a central aspect 

of any future strategy, including the introduction of disaggregated survival targets. 
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Although the 2015-2020 strategy has seen some improvements for cancer as a whole, 

measures for less survivable cancers continue to lag behind those for more survivable 

cancers. The latest data on survival in England shows that average 1-year survival for the 

less survivable cancers is 37.9%, whereas the average for the more survivable cancers is 

83.8%; representing a 45.9% gap or more than double difference. Research funding for less 

survivable cancers has gradually increased since 2002/03, however overall funding is still 3 

times less than the funding for more survivable cancers.  

 

It is crucial that the next cancer strategy addresses these divergences as a matter of priority.  

 

In particular, ensuring any new strategy has disaggregated and separated targets for 

different cancers, is an option that the Taskforce is strongly in favour of. This would allow 

funding, infrastructure and support to be tailored to meet the needs of specific cancers. For 

example, expanding the NHS dashboard to cover all less survivable cancers would help us 

get a much more accurate understanding of the statistical picture for these conditions. 

Unfortunately, we know from conversations with Cancer Alliance representatives that less 

survivable cancers aren’t always acknowledged as a priority. The introduction of targets for 

this group of cancers will demonstrate ambition to tackle the wide disparity in survival, 

promote action and establish key accountability.   

 

Equally, having targets for earlier diagnosis specific to individual cancers is a critical issue 

for the Taskforce and we understand this is also an area of potential reform that the 

Secretary of State is interested in.  

 

Twice as many patients with LSCs are diagnosed through emergency routes (36.4%) 

compared to patients with more survivable cancers (MSCs) (15.3%). Diagnosis via 

emergency routes means later diagnosis, reduced chances of receiving vital treatment and 

lower survival chances. 8 in 10 of LSCs patients diagnosed through emergency will die 

within a year and less than 9% will survive for more than three years.  

 

As such, introducing specific measures and targets for early diagnosis for each of the less 

survivable cancers would be an excellent way to ensure patients affected by these cancers 

receive the tailored, targeted support they so vitally need.  

 

Given these considerations, we would be grateful if you could provide us with an 

update on plans for the cancer strategy in England, and cancer policy in general, after 

2020 and on any plans to reform how cancer performance is measured and targeted.  
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We look forward to hearing from you shortly and, if we can be of any assistance, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch. You can contact the Taskforce by emailing: 

preth@pancreaticcancer.org.uk 

Yours sincerely,  

Ms Diana Jupp     Ms Judi Rhys 
Chief Executive      Chief Executive  
Pancreatic Cancer UK    British Liver Trust  

                                 

  
  

 

 

 

Ms Sarah Lindsell      Mr Alan Moss  

Chief Executive      Chairman  

Brain Tumour Charity     Action Against Heartburn  

                                                                                    

 

 

 

  

 

Ms Julie Harrington      Ms Paula Chadwick 

Chief Executive     Chief Executive 

Guts UK  Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation 

 

 

The Less Survivable Cancers Taskforce 

 
 

 
 


